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evacuation order was lifted and the site was
handed over to DEQ for further emergency soil
and water remediation. The railroad contractor
was directed to put dams in the tributary near
the derailment site in an attempt to keep the
flow of chemicals from entering the nearby
Bayou Des Cannes. The contractor was also
advised to construct an earthen dam on Bayou
Des Cannes at U.S Highway 190. Next, the
process to remove the gross contamination from
the site was started. Gross contamination is the
material that is clearly visible on the ground that
can be picked up with vacuum trucks or exca-
vation machinery. All of the trees from the near-
by wooded area that had been burned were
considered to be contaminated. They were
removed along with all contaminated sediment
and soil from the tributary for disposal. 

Ten Emergency Response personnel along
with 30 DEQ Surveillance personnel from six
different regions manned the site 24 hours a day
for eight days. A daytime shift finished out the
remainder of the emergency clean up time. The
Emergency Response activities began to wind
down and on Tuesday June 6, the site was
handed over to the DEQ Remediation Division.
The Remediation Division takes over when site
cleanup cannot be accomplished during the
emergency response activity and an extended
investigation for long-term remediation is
required. 

Douglas Bradford, team leader of remedia-
tion for the Eunice Train Derailment Project,
took the reigns from Jeffrey Meyers at a meeting
with DEQ, the railroad officials and  their con-
tractor. Jeffrey now serves in an advisory role to
the group. At the meeting the railroad made a
presentation of work to date and discussed the
site progress, continued emergency removals,
and the investigation work plan. After an emer-
gency phase is over, an investigation must fol-
low a path that will lead to the eventual reme-
diation of the site. The railroad’s contractors will
do the actual work while DEQ oversees the site
and makes sure the clean up is done according
to the regulations. Twenty-five DEQ personnel

are on the
remediation team providing daily oversight of all
investigation and remediation operations. 

The railroad submitted a work plan to DEQ
for the investigation of the contamination remain-
ing at the site. DEQ reviewed the plan and accept-
ed it after some changes were made.

Implementation of the investigation work
plan began by taking Geoprobe® samples from
the farthest point from the derailment site that
contamination could have occurred. A
Geoprobe® is a portable sampling device that can
take a soil sample from 0 feet to 30 feet below the
ground to determine the horizontal and vertical
extent of contamination to the soil. If it is deter-
mined that the farthest area is clean, it can be
closed off so there will be no potential of con-
tamination from the dirty area. Sampling will con-
tinue to move inward toward the area of impact
until the whole site has been evaluated. Water
sampling of the tributary and Bayou Des Cannes
is also being carried out and will continue as nec-
essary. 

During this time, DEQ is making sure the
sampling is being done properly. DEQ staff is
watching the contractors take the samples and is
also taking a representative split sample. A split of
the sample means that DEQ will take part of the
contractor’s sample and follow the chain of cus-
tody until it reaches the Agency’s laboratory. Once
the Department obtains the results, a comparison
can be made to the contractor’s results to see if
they are similar. 

At press time, the Eunice site is still in the
investigation process. Once the investigation is
finished, the railroad will submit a remediation
plan to DEQ. If DEQ agrees, the site will be
cleaned up according to the approved plan.

When the remediation process is completed,
monitoring of the site may be required until there
is a no further action determination. If something
shows up during the observation period, more

Just
b e f o r e
noon on May 27,   

2000, 33 cars of a 113-
car freight train derailed
and caught fire creating
an environmental problem
west of Eunice.

Fires sprang from the 33-car pile
up containing hazardous and flammable
chemicals as the front of the train made it to
safety. The Louisiana State Police were notified
shortly thereafter and responded to the scene to
start evacuating more than 3000 people in a 1 1/2
mile radius. 

At 1:30 p.m. on Saturday afternoon of
Memorial Day weekend, State Police notified DEQ
of the accident. Always ready to go at a moment’s
notice, the DEQ Emergency Response Team
Mobile Unit was immediately dispatched to the
area and arrived at approximately 2:20 p.m.

Emergency Response’s first task was to assist
in determining whether or not the evacuation area
was large enough.

The Emergency Response Team started air
monitoring at the furthest edge of the evacuation
zone. Jeffery Meyers, a supervisor in the DEQ
Emergency Response Section, said, “We know it is
a tremendous inconvenience when people are
sent away from their homes, but it’s all in the
name of removing any threat of exposure to the
public.”  After monitoring and detecting nothing,
the Emergency Response Team reported the
results to the State Police and no further evacua-
tion was necessary.

The responders set up 11 air monitors around
the potentially impacted area and continued
observations throughout the course of the inci-
dent. They were looking for ground level expo-
sures of chemical vapors being released at the
derailment site. The team documented the moni-
toring and no airborne chemicals were detected
around the perimeter. 

State Police controlled the site from Saturday
to the following Thursday while there was still a
threat to human health. During this time, DEQ’s
Emergency Response personnel were onsite at the
State Police Command Post along with State
Police, Department of Health and Hospitals, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, railroad offi-
cials, and others. In the command post, the agen-
cies worked together on all incident issues. The
Emergency Response Personnel were on-hand for
any technical advice on chemicals and monitoring.

The fires were extinguished on Friday after-
noon and it was determined that there was no fur-
ther threat to the surrounding community. The Continued on page 13


